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Mr. R. E. Callender, Game Management Specialist, Texas Extension Serv­
ice, College Station, Texas giving 4-H Club boys and girls a few pointers on 
fur bearing animals at the Wild Life Conservation Camp held at Prairie View 
College, August 12-15, 1945. 
be unfair to try to impress the reader 
that all the corn was produced that 
was needed. Many crops were grown 
that supplemented the corn in reach­
ing the goals set up and selling some 
for the market in the form of pork. 
The supplementary crops were pea­
nuts, grain sorgums, chufas and arti­
chokes. 
County agricultural agents spent 
six hundred and seventy-four days 
in giving field demonstrations in the 
production of corn, other than for 
home food supply. Two State Ex­
tension Workers spent a day each in 
assisting agents with their corn pro­
duction other than the home food 
supply. Forty-four agents conducted 
1634 corn demonstrations in 484 com­
munities during the year. Forty-one 
agents report that 574 local leaders 
voluntarily assisted them in this pro­
gram. Two thousand four hundred 
and eighty-nine farmers obtained 
improved strains of corn, many of 
these farmers secured adaptable hy­
brids as recommended by the experi­
ment station. Two agents reported 
the use of lime after tests had been 
made on the land to reduce acidity 
on twelve farms where this need was 
determined. One thousand eight hun­
dred and fifty-four farmers used 
commercial fertilizer in the produc­
tion of their demonstrations accord­
ing to the report of 38 agents. 
LEGUMES 
The growing of legumes, slowly, 
but surely takes on more significance. 
The liberal terms provided by the 
agricultural adjustment administra­
tion for farmers to participate in its 
provisions, the making available to 
farmers phosphate and legume seeds 
on terms that the most skeptical 
would not fear to take on an active 
part in has stimulated farmers to 
positive action. The results that they 
observe and the increased yields that 
many of them obtain causes them to 
be less doubtful, and they are now 
beginning to grow legumes that grow 
both in the winter and summer. 
Forty-three agricultural agents 
spent a total of 573 days ih~working 
some phase of the legume program. 
Three hundred and seventy-four com­
munities carried on in them a legume 
program during the year. Thirty-nine 
agents had 379 local leaders or com­
mitteemen working with them on 
this particular program. Thirty-four 
agents reported that 2233 farmers 
obtained better or improved seed in 
their legume program. 
Seven agents reported that 46 
farmers used lime in heating sour 
soil for legume production. Thirty-
two agents were successful in getting 
1825 farmers in using fertilizer in 
the production of legumes. One thou­
sand three hundred and nineteen 
farmers treated their seeds in the 
production of legumes. This seed 
treatment program was for seed-
borne diseases. Seven agents re­
ported that 408 farmers controlled 
insects on these crops after the seeds 
were harvested. Three thousand two 
hundred and seventy-one farmers 
controlled noxious weeds according 
to twelve men submitting reports on 
this item. Fourteen agents reported 
that 248 farmers controlled rodents 
before and after the legumes were 
harvested. 
Fooling orders for foods not produced locally is an activity that county 
home demonstration councils engaged in. Pineapple was the most frequent 
choice in 1945. 
The Marketing Committee of the Caldwell County home demonstration 
council with the local Vocational Agriculture Teacher and County Home 
Demonstration Agent (extreme right) are shown in this photograph as they 
begin the job of "counting out orders." 
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE ISSUE 
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A group of 4-H club boys, girls and club leaders who attended the Wild Life Conservation Camp held at Prairie 
View College, August 12-15, 1945. This camp was attended by 94 club boys and 89 club girls. 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Again in 1945 Negro farmers in 
Texas made a substantial contribu­
tion toward the attainment of farm 
production goals. Despite a consider­
able reduction in the farm labor 
force, vast quantities of feed and 
food were produced including victory 
gardens and other products for home 
consumption, which means that farm 
families have been better fed and 
therefore healthier and stronger. 
Much of this food has gone into mar­
keting channels to supplement sup­
plies from commercial food crop 
areas. 
With additional farm income and 
the guidance of Extension workers, 
farmers were enabled to improve 
their farms, homes and general sur­
rounding, thereby leading to a higher 
standard of living. 
(Continued on Page Four) 
FEED CROPS 
CORN 
The production of corn has been 
the basic activity in a good agricul­
tural production program for mora 
than a quarter of a century among 
extension workers in the Negro di­
vision. The production of corn during 
1945 and as far back as 1941 espe­
cially has received major stress, which 
no doubt is obvious to the most casual 
observer in the field. The necessities 
for the home food supply arose pro­
portionately with the tempo of the 
war and forty-six of the fifty agents 
in the field gave encouragement and 
an increasing number of demonstra­
tions during this period to help at­
tain the goals set up by the Depart­
ment of Agriculture. The home food 
supply was met in a satisfactory 
(Continued on Page Five) 
Negro Home 
Demonstration Work 
In Texas, 1945 
It is not possible to exhibit in a 
written report the value of home 
demonstration work in dollars and 
cents, or reflect its real contribution 
to the home life of the rural and ur­
ban family. Recognized in dollars 
and cents, the 13,327 home demon­
stration club women added an aver­
age of sixteen dollars ($16.00) each 
in cash to the family income in 1945, 
in addition to providing better food, 
clothing, shelter, and family life by 
their various activities. The work 
does not stop with these home demon­
stration club members, however. 
There are 11,054 girls doing 4-H Club 
work and 9,802 other homes in which 
changes in practice have resulted 
from home demonstration work. 
(Continued on Page Three) 
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Livestock Production 
BEEF 
There were many favorable con­
ditions for farmers who were pro­
ducing beef cattle. We had a very 
mild winter which is very essential 
to cattle raising. We also had a nor­
mal winter and spring rain fall, 
which is needed for early spring pas­
tures. With these essentials and by 
proper feeding and breeding farmers 
increased their calf production fifteen 
percent. 
Farmers have been improving their 
pastures by: terracing, planting 
grasses and applying phosphate and 
T.V.A. fertilizer, also by keeping all 
weeds mowed. 
By increasing their herds and im­
proving their breeds, farmers through­
out the state have been able to main­
tain a very high income from their 
land and have not been curtailed by 
the labor shortage. 
County agricultural agents spent 
forty-six days assisting farmers and 
4-H club boys in more profitable pro­
duction of beef cattle. A total of 789 
farmers improved their methods of 
feeding; 158 obtained pure bred 
bulls; 122 bought pure bred heifers; 
628 used improved methods of con­
trolling internal parasites and 577 
used improved methods of controlling-
external parasites. 
Much attention was given to beef 
calf production among 4-H club boys. 
A total of 208 calves weighing 83,481 
pounds were sold by these boys 
bringing them a total of $11,497. 
SWINE 
Every effort has been put forth by-
agents to increase swine production 
throughout the state. Agents devoted 
1,222 days assisting farmers in bet­
ter practices in swine production. 
They reported 3,246 farmers im­
proved their method of feeding; 769 
farmers bought pure bred gilts and 
328 bought pure bred boars. 
Farmers realized they were work­
ing under a great handicap as feed 
was high and protein supplement 
could not be bought at times at any 
rate. They completed as many demon­
strations under the supervision of 
the agents as possible and made a 
very good showing. Farmers realized 
more than $65,960 from the sale of 
swine. 
Four-H Club members are taking-
more interest in swine production 
each year. Much interest has been 
manifested for the past three years. 
Swine was exhibited by Negro 4-H 
club boys at the Fat Stock Show in 
Houston and Fort Worth. These boys 
received substantial prizes and sold 
their hogs above market price. Dur­
ing the year, club boys sold 3,364 
hogs weighing 292,128 pounds and 
received $50,447.90. They realized 
very good profit from these sales. 
This was done by obtaining the best 
breed and proper feeding and care. 
GRAND CHAPION BOAR OWNED BY J. H. WEEKS 
CORSICANA, TEXAS, MAY 1945 
Grand champion boar owned by .1. H. Weeks of Anderson County. Shown 
ie Show in Corsicana, Texas, May 24, 1945. Work was under the 
tioon of Eugene Dix who stands on left. 
FARM LABOR 
Changing conditions in our country 
have caused a greater change in our 
economic set up. Our old tradition 
of handling labor by the ox cart and 
horse power method cannot be used 
at present. The shortage of farm 
labor as caused from war has de­
creased our farm laborers several 
thousand less in 1945 than in 1944. 
With improved machinery, we were 
able to transport hands to all points 
in the State, but unfortunately, there 
was a lack of sufficient machinery in 
some counties. There were three main 
sources from which to draw farm 
labor from principally: day labor, 
small crop farmers, and those from 
urban towns and cities. By organiz­
ing our equipment, we were able to 
harvest our crops in a shorter time 
but with fewer laborers. 
Public Law No. 45, enacted in 1943 
and Public Law No. 529, signed on 
December 22, 1944, provided addi­
tional funds to carry out the provi­
sions of Public Law No. 229 during 
1945. These laws gave the Extension 
Service the responsibility to recruit, 
train and place workers on farms 
together with related services touch­
ing many phases of the production 
and harvesting of crops. 
The Farm Labor Program was 
outlined in January and was care­
fully followed throughout the year. 
Field men and crew leaders were ap­
pointed to recruit labor and to as­
sist farmers with their farm work. 
Clerical help was furnished Negro 
county agents wherever and when­
ever needed. Better housing and liv­
ing conditions were stressed for the 
laborers to landowners. 
District and sub-district meetings 
were held to acquaint the people with 
problems of the farm labor program 
during 1945 and previous years. A 
survey of a few counties was made 
for the purpose of securing informa­
tion as to who migrates and what the 
pattern of migration is, so that as­
sistance could be given these groups 
in migrating where the greatest need 
was called for. The result showed 
that the leaders and laborers were 
better acquainted with the program 
than they had been before, and with 
the help of the people, the work 
turned out fifty percent better. 
Fifty Negro county agents assisted 
in all phases of the farm labor pro­
gram. Fifteen hundred and six days 
were spent assisting with the educa­
tional program and other phases of 
the farm labor program. Some out­
standing events that they partici­
pated in were: harvesting blackberry 
crops in East Texas and producing 
(Continued on Pasre Five) 
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ANNUAL 4-H CLUB ACHIEVEMENT EVENT, NORTHERN DISTRICT P0UltrV Production 
CORSICANA, TEXAS—MAY 24, 1945 J 
Dorothy Waggoner, 4-H Club girl of Kaufman County, Texas and Miss 
Ethel Britt, Home Demonstration Agent discuss the second place winning 
birds in the show. Dorothy started her poultry demonstration in 1944. The 
family flock is being built around the Barred Plymouth Rocks which she 
raised. Dorothy is very much pleased with her success. 
4-H Club Poultry 
Four-H Club girls in Texas did 
outstanding work in poultry produc­
tion. It was accelerated when all 
counties (45) were permitted to par­
ticipate in the 4-H Poultry Plan in 
which Sears, Roebuck Foundation 
cooperated by furnishing 10,000 pure 
bred baby chicks to start result de­
monstrations. Fifty or more chicks 
were given to each of five 4-H Club 
girls in each county. 
In some instances, local concerns 
sponsored similar plans to the one 
sponsored by Sears, Roebuck Foun­
dation, thus making it possible for 
more girls to participate in poultry 
work and to develop a total of 564 
demonstrations. 
Poultry Demonstrations • 
Under the supervision of Home 
Demonstration Agents, the girls 
improved feeding practices, provided 
adequate housing facilities, practiced 
good management and sanitation. 
Some girls raised as high as 42 birds 
out of 50. Many of the birds started 
laying at six months, were well de­
veloped and kept laying for a long 
period. 
These 564 demonstrators held 
achievement events on a community, 
county and district basis, and showed 
some very fine young and old birds. 
Negro Home 
Demonstration 
(Continued from Page One) 
The home demonstration clubs be­
gan the year with a program they 
had helped to make. This change in 
program making has greatly in­
creased club attendance and satis­
factory completion of work. Uniform 
year books or monthly calendars were 
used by women in all counties served 
by an agent. Tours, Achievement 
Events, Rallies, Exhibits and Train­
ing Meetings were most frequently 
used, this year, to instruct and in­
spire club members and at the same 
time explain home demonstration 
work to friends, and to others that 
had not thought about it. 
The home demonstration program 
is conducted through: Girls' Four-H 
Clubs, Women's clubs, unorganized 
groups, individual demonstrators, and 
county home demonstration councils. 
This year the 552 girls' clubs had an 
average of 20 members each and the 
910 women's clubs 15 members each. 
Each of the 46 counties was served by 
a Negro county home demonstration 
agent in 1945 and an active county 
home demonstration council to serve 
as advisors and disseminators of in­
formation. A council is made up of 
at least two representatives from 
each home demonstration club in the 
county. The Home Demonstration 
Production of poultry and poultry 
products by Negro farmers in Texas 
reached a high mark in 1945. Through 
experience and information they 
gained in making their contribution 
to National and State goals, they 
have been encouraged to resort to 
this product as a source of cash in­
come. Despite the fact that feed was 
short and the cost high, a very good 
profit was obtained from operation. 
This was made possible through more 
efficient management, thereby getting 
higher production per unit. 
County agents guided producers 
on better practices by providing them 
with information in brooding, feed­
ing, housing, culling, sanitation, dis­
ease and parasite control, record 
keeping and flock management. 
In addition to adequate supply of 
poultry products for home consump­
tion, farmers reported sales from 
these products amounting to $255,-
538. 
Staff offered and gave cooperation to 
all groups and agencies interested in 
improving home life and agriculture. 
We recognize the fact that agricul­
ture'is the backbone of our economy 
and that good homes and prosperous 
urban communities are a certain in­
dex of a prosperous agriculture area. 
The regular home demonstration 
personnel had its efforts supple­
mented during February through 
June by 19 Emergency War Food 
Assistants working in nine cities and 
in more than 20 counties where no 
Negro home demonstration agent was 
employed. 
Twenty-two thousand, seven hun­
dred and sixty-nine (22,769) families 
had a safe diet served regularly this 
year. The number of families that 
improved food supply by making 
changes in home production follows: 
Poultry and eggs . . 17,940 
Fruits 8,668 




Looking back over our accomplish­
ments it seems a long way to 1915 
when with keen vision and rare cour­
age the first Negro home demonstra­
tion agent for Texas began "giving 
instruction and practical demonstra­
tions" to rural women and girls. As 
at the beginning of home demonstra­
tion work so it is now, every home 
agent effectively and loyally dis­
charges her duty. 
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Statistical Summary 
Of Negro Home 
Demonstration Work 
In Texas, 1945 
Home Demonstration Agents in 
the 46 Texas counties employ various 
methods in their educational work 
among farmers and homemakers. 
During 1945 Home Demonstration 
Agents, using modern avenues of 
approach, presented 4,282 Method 
Demonstrations to 52,119 farm wom­
en, and 2,010 Method Demonstrations 
to 29,875 4-H club girls. They held 
1,294 training meetings for 27,044 
adult local leaders, and 549 for 13,-
854 4-H local leaders. There were 
16,424 home visits made to 10,454 
different homes to give assistance on 
better home making practices to home 
makers, and future home makers. 
The agents published 386 news 
articles, distributed 30,486 bulletins, 
made 34 radio talks, conducted 37 
tours, and held 243 achievement day 
programs in their effort to reach all 
the people with vital information, and 
to arouse or maintain interest in the 
extension program. The Achievement 
day programs also gave opportunity 
for recognition of meritorious work 
done by club members. 
Dr. Seaman A. Knapp once said: 
"What a man hears he may doubt; 
what he sees he may possibly doubt; 
but what he does himself he cannot 
doubt." In carrying out the philoso­
phy of Dr. Knapp, County Home 
Agents, with the help of District 
agents and Specialists assisted with 
the development of 2,044 adult re­
sult demonstrations and 1,517 4-H 
result demonstrations in the 46 
counties served in 1945. Practices 
changed as a result of the home 
demonstration program in 23,529 
farm homes, and 13,421 other homes 
in fifty-two counties. 
That the value of rural leadership 
was not overlooked is shown by the 
fact that 5,349 voluntary leaders in 
adult and 1,522 voluntary junior lead­
ers assisted in promoting^ the 1945 
program. 
Home makers and 4-H club girls 
made 26,899 office calls and 7,098 
telephone calls to the county home 
demonstration agents for assistance 
and to give information. During the 
year 857 meetings were held at re­
sult demonstrations with an attend­
ance of 14,741. These demonstrations 
were, for adults: Clothing, Home 
Pood Supply, Poultry, Gardens, 
Kitchen, Bedroom and Landscape 
Gardening. For girls, they were: 
Clothing, Poultry, Gardening, Bed­
room, and Home Food Supply. 
There had to be an efficient organi­
zation in the county for agents to be 
able to do justice to such a wide­
spread program. This was done 
through local clubs of which there 
were 910 women's home demonstra­
tion clubs, having a membership of 
13,327 women and 552 Girls 4-H clubs 
with a membership of 10,642 girls. 
There were 44 active County Home 
Demonstration Councils with a mem­
bership of 1,875 women and 7 4-H 
councils with 310 members. 
Major Problems Worked On 
HOME FOOD SUPPLY 
Results Accomplished 
15,375 families produced and pre­
served food according to annual home 
supply budget. 4,381,350 quarts of 
canned vegetables, fruits and meats, 
14,481 pounds of frozen fruits and 
vegetables; 360,346 pounds of dried 
fruits and vegetables; 1,346,144 
pounds of vegetables stored fresh and 
72,140 pounds of ground meat and 
vegetables were placed in pantries 
and other storage space. 21,421 fami­
lies improved their food preparation 
and preservation practices. 
6,174 families purchased U.S. ap­
proved baby chicks and 375,681 pul­
lets were added to the poultry flocks. 
The 46 counties served by a Negro 
county home demonstration agent 
have a total of 9,520 home food dem­
onstrators. 
Major Problems Worked On 
HOME IMPROVEMENT AND 
FAMILY LIFE 
Results Accomplished 
15,655 shrubs and shade trees 
planted and living—10,089 of which 
were grown from seed and cuttings. 
195 sanitary toilets installed. 502 
lawns sodded, 345 drives and 562 
walks were made. 12,613 homes were 
made more comfortable and attrac­
tive by addition of a chimney, roof 
repaired or replaced, house painted 
or foundation made secure. 5,775 
families added, replaced or repaired 
windows. 255 bathrooms and 1,075 
built-in kitchen cabinets were added. 
4,464 mattresses were added, 1,953 
chairs seated and 636 chairs and 
sofas upholstered, 2,979 families were 
assisted with home care of the sick. 
1,561 families added facilities for rec­
reation and entertainment. 
Major Problems Worked On 
CLOTHING 
Results Accomplished 
14,714 individuals cooperated with 
the 571 clothing demonstrators in 
selection and construction of clothing. 
70,584 girls completed the clothing 
requirements for club girls. 2,772 
women and 2,343 families kept cloth­
ing accounts. 
Major Problems Worked On 
HOME INDUSTRIES 
Results Accomplished 
PRODUCT VALUE OF SALES 
Dressed and live poultry, $424,617.00 
Eggs 182,867.00 
Fresh meats 5,554.00 
Butter, cream and milk. . 169,454.00 
Fresh vegetables 111,404.00 




(Continued from Page One) 
Through administrative and super­
visory programs of the Negro staff 
at Prairie View and activities carried 
out in 58 counties where Negro 
county agents are working, great 
contributions were made toward these 
accomplishments. The entire Negro 
personnel put forth all efforts to 
guide Negro farmers in their plan­
ning and to furnish information that 
would make possible the greatest 
achievement. In addition to the regu­
lar Extension force, 26 Emergency 
War Food Assistants were employed, 
who worked with rural and urban 
families assisting them in the pro­
duction and preservation of food and 
feed. 
In order to provide leadership to 
plan and to aid farmers in the 
solution of their problems, training 
meetings for county agents were con­
ducted throughout the year. Special­
ists from A. and M. College have been 
secured and they assisted greatly 
during these meetings. Much of the 
training was done by members of 
the Negro Extension staff who keep 
themselves well informed and give 
instruction in subject matter when 
specialists cannot be obtained. 
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Mrs. Fannie Williams, 4-H Club Leader is having a gold 4-H Pin pinned 
on her for having served as Sponsor of the Piney Point 4-H Club for 10 years. 
The Home Demonstration Agent, Vera S. Dial, is pinning the pin on Mrs. 
Williams. Other women shown in the picture, (reading from left to right), are 
Mrs. Lillie Mae Miller, Chairman of the County Home Demonstration Council, 
Mrs. lone Dickson, who received a certificate and a silver pin for having served 
as Sponsor of the Acreage Home 4-H Club for six years; Mrs. Fannie Wil­
liams, received the gold pin, the home demonstration agent, and Mrs. A. E. 
Maddox who received a silver pin and a certificate for having served as sponsor 
of the Fairbanks 4-H Club for seven years. 
The leaders were honored at a special meeting held September 29, 1945. 
Miss Johnnie Mercer Johnson, teacher of English of the Jack Yates High 
School, was the guest speaker. She talked about women as desirable leaders. 
Mrs. Iva L. Sheppard, Highlans Heights served as Mistress of Ceremony. Mrs. 
C. C. Hinton, Brays Bayou, discussed the First 4-H Club, and told the group 
how the 4-H Club Program has expanded. Vernell Williams, Piney Point 4-H 
Club girl, read the purpose of 4-H Club work while Mrs. Sheppard told the 
group how 4-H Club work was started under the leadership of the late Dr. 
Seaman A. Knapp. Each club leader talked about her activities as a sponsor. 
Even though we were in war the 
greatest part of the year, we were 
anticipating victory, and while we 
were still putting forth efforts to win 
the war we were planning and mak­
ing preparation for a post war 
period. With this in mind, attempts 
were made to keep farmers informed 
on trends and the possible influence 
developments in technology would 
have on agricultural practices in the 
post war period, and to assist them 
in their planning to meet these 
changes. 
Farm Labor 
(Continued from Page Two) 
and marketing tomatoes, potatoes 
and watermelons. 
Since the main objective of the 
Extension Service Farm Labor Pro­
gram is to obtain the maximum util­
ization of farm labor, the Negro mi­
gratory workers especially, were given 
information relative to the need of 
their assistance to the extent of their 
ability. They responded to a greater 
percentage in 1945 than they did in 
1944 because of the educational pro­
grams that were carried on. Improved 
working conditions, better treatment, 
a better consideration of workers on 
farms, better housing accommodations 
for the workers and making them 
feel that their work was appreciated 
as well as living up to any available 
agreements could readily be seen. The 
committees cooperated by seeing 
through their business leaders that 
migratory agricultural workers re­
ceived just treatment. 
Nine hundred and sixty crew lead­
ers recruited 121,540 laborers in 160 
counties. Some West Texas counties 
had only a few hands to assist with 
farm labor work. South, North, East 
and Central Texas counties furnished 
the greatest number of laborers. 
Counties with thickly populated dis­
tricts and large cities furnished from 
1,000 to 4,500 laborers per county 
according to reports from local lead­
ers and some thinly populated coun­
ties furnished from 2289 to 650 
hands per county. McLennan, Travis, 
Smith, Dallas, Tarrant, Navarro, 
Limestone, Robertson and a large 
number of East Texas counties were 
some of the counties that were able 
to furnish a large number of la­
borers for farm labor work. Better 
means of transportation made it pos­
sible for a larger number of laborers 
to be transported than were reported 
last year. An estimate of 31,280 
farmers were assisted with the har­
vesting and marketing of their crops 
in 1945. A better educational pro­
gram was executed throughout the 
State because of the increase in the 
number of individuals doing farm 
work. 
Cooperative exchange of labor was 
practiced in sixty percent of the 
counties in various ways. Farmers 
that owned mowing machines would 
mow hay while still others cleaned 
off brush in their neighbors' pas­
tures. In return, neighbors lent their 
assistance by baling hay for the 
farmers, mowing weeds and cutting 
wood. In several communities, farm­
ers got together and exchanged labor 
for labor during the cotton and pea­
nut seasons and also during the hay 
baling season. This allowed farmers 
to carry out a better harvesting pro­
gram. All crops were reported to be 
gathered from fifteen to twenty days 
earlier in 1945 than in 1944. This is 
the result of farmers exchanging 
labor with one another and leaders 
of communities making surveys of 
the farm labor that they had avail­
able to work with. 
The contributions that were made 
by the Extension Service, ministers 
and leaders in helping farmers pro­
duce, harvest and market their farm 
products have assisted in shortening 
the war, and the number of lives that 
were saved cannot be expressed in 
words but in the mutual understand­
ing of everlasting peace for all. 
Feed Crops 
(Continued from Page One) 
manner and a supply was produced 
for the market. 
In an indirect way, large quanti­
ties were fed to hogs to help meet 
the state and national goals. It would 
